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It was a gorgeous 
day in Southern Califor-
nia when 15 club 
members braved the 
cold to meet up in Santa 
Clarita.  Jim Heaton was 
at the ready with print 
outs of maps, a caravan 
etiquette list and driving 
instructions.  After a 
short but informative 
introduction by Jim, with 
the aid of his personal 
PA system, the MGs’ 
engines turned over and 
made their signature 
symphony of rumbles, 
pops, purrs and tympan-
ic percussion and rolled 
out of the lot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our first spectacu-
lar views were seen on 
Ridge Route Road that 
lifts the drivers up over 
the I5 Freeway. The hills 
were an emerald green 
from the rain; the clouds 
were billowy in all 
shades of grey and were 

obviously what A.A 
Milne had in mind when 
he wrote, ‘How sweet to 
be a cloud, floating in 
the blue!’ Then we 
headed out to Vista 
Point overlooking 
Castaic Lake, our first 
official stop.  The MG 
Club stopped there to 
take in the view of the 
Castaic below and the 
canyon mountains all 
around. 

Here is where Kelli 
Hornachek’s MGB, 
MaGgie B,  decided to 
drop a carburetor pin 
that required a tow to 

A Brilliantly Beautiful Drive! 
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Chequered Flag.  As 
noted by a Club 
Member, ‘It wouldn’t be 
a true MG Club drive 
without some attrition!’ 
Zelda waited with Kelli 
until MaGgie was on the 
truck.  Kelli became 
Zelda’s co-driver and 
completed the run’s 
route. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next stretch of 
the drive took the club 
on winding roads 
through a more dessert 
like terrain.  The rains 
had washed quite a bit 
of debris onto the road, 
just making the drive a 
bit more exciting! 

The second official 
break was at the Rock 
Inn.  A historic 
restaurant that was built 
in 1929 and as the name 
states, is constructed 
with a puzzle of rocks 
from the ground up.  

Then onto Lake 
Elizabeth which had us 
passing through small 
towns that were to be 

cruised through at low 
speeds, that gave us 
passersby’s time to look 
at the sprawling 
ranches, funky 
sculpture studios and 
quaint homes. 

The rains did some 
serious damage to the 
roads and the Club was 
stopped twice along the 
way for 10 minutes at a 
time, just before the 
Bouquet Reservoir, 
where they were then 
directed to follow a lead 
truck around the re-
construction areas 
where the rain caused 
the hillside to collapse 
onto the road.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Club cars made 
a stunning line up of 
colors moving along the 
road; Jim’s racing 
green, the sky blue of 
Greg Siam , the metallic 
red of Eric & Sharon 
Jensen;  several 

cheerful yellow ones, 2 
silver with the line 
ending with Zelda’s 
white with black racing 
stripe. 

Members were quite 
happy to get inside at 
the Backwoods Inn 
where the drive ended. 
They tucked into long 
table in the restaurant to 
warm up and chat about 
all they saw along the 
way.  Lunch was served, 
smiles were shared and 
folks slowly broke from 
the group to head home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The views taken in 
on this drive were 
absolutely sublime!  

Be sure to mark 
your calendars for 
April 13th for the Palo 
Verdes Drive. 
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Jim Heaton; Tanny O’Haley; 
Barry Barker; Alex & Lristen 
Mercurio; Steve Gartner, 
Terry Erlich; Frank Hall; 
Abby Wanamaker; Smitty & Ginny, 
Eric & Sharon Jensen; Don & Becky  
Thompson, Greg Siam; 
Keli Hornachek; & 
Zelda Davis 

ONWARD TO CASTAIC LAKE 
 

 

 

Traveling towards Castaic Lake 

 

Participants  

The stop at Castaic Lake occurred after 
driving the old road alongside Interstate 5.   

 

Pre-drive orientation 
meeting.   

Jim our Docent for the drive 
provided a wealth of 
information and humor.   

Did you know that early 
vehicles did not have a fuel 
pump?  In order for trucks to 
compensate for the long 
uphill drives, they were then 
driven uphill BACKWARDS. 

Makes one appreciate the 
“tick, tick, tick” of our MG’s 
fuel pump. 
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The Ridge Route drive came to an end because to travel further would have 

resulted in driving on a dirt, unmaintained road.  We all turned around and 

traveled back south alongside the I-5. 

 

       

 

 

 

Yes, it was cold. 

 

It was visually 
invigorating! 

The turnaround. 
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Ridge Route was a dirt rood built in 1915; 
paved in late 1920’s.  It would take 12 hours 
to go 165 miles from LA to Bakersfield; north 
to Palmdale and Lancaster; Mojave, 
Tehachapi; highway 58.  New route cut 50 
miles and only took 7 hours driving 697 
curves at 15 mph (30 miles with  200 feet 
between curves).  In the mid 1960’s 
Interstate 5 was constructed.  It takes less 
than 2 hours to drive the same route today.

 

MG’s driving the curves. 
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See Facebook page: Southern 
California MG Club for Frank Hall’s 
video of the run. 

 


