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THE STEERING WHEEL is the newsletter for the 
Southern California MG Club.  
 
  
 

 
 

 
 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES: 

NOVEMBER 2022 

Elections – Notification will come via email. 

Vintage MG Club of So.Ca. Annual All MG Parts 
Exchange -- November 22, 2022.  Flyer attached 

San Fernando Valley Meet & Greet:  
TBD – Please contact Adam Lombard to RSVP when 
the date is announced in the newsflash.   
(Everyone is welcome). 

DECEMBER 2022 
Holiday Gathering  
December 3, 2022, from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm at 
Ye Olde Ship Restaurant in Fullerton  
(Details to follow). 
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President’s Member Message 

Hello SCMGC Members! 

Here is another fabulous edition of the ‘Steering Wheel’!  I have been really 
enjoying reading these newsletters and poring over all the fabulous pictures, I 
hope you have too! 

This is a reminder that if you are interested in serving on the Board of Directors 
for 2023, please let us know by October 31st, 2022. Here are the job descriptions 
as they appear in our by-laws: 

PRESIDENT has the responsibility to coordinate the actions and responsibilities of 
the other officers in the Club and, in general, to promote the success of the Club. 
Other duties include: 
   a. Preside at aII meetings of the Club and the Board. 
   b. Authorized to sign withdrawals from the bank account. 
   c. Appoint, with the approval of the Board, Committee Chairpersons as needed 
to carry out responsibilities assigned by the Board. Committee Chairpersons may 
include but not be limited to: Awards, Communications, Events and Programs. 

VICE-PRESIDENT shall assist the President as needed or requested by the 
President and shall assume the President's duties if the President is unavailable. 

RECORDING SECRETARY shall record the minutes of the meetings of the Club and 
the Board. He/she shall have available for reference at all meetings a copy of the 
By-laws and the Minutes of previous meetings. 

TREASURER shall maintain accurate records of the revenue and expenditures. 
Other duties include: 
   a. Receiving all monies due the Club. 
   b. Paying all bills provided for in the budget or approved by the Board. 
   c. Rendering a financial report at meetings as requested. 
   d. Presenting books for an annual audit by the Board. 
   e. Preparing an annual budget for approval by the Board by a date certain to be 
determined by the Board. 

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR shall maintain accurate records of the membership 
and shall provide a roster of members to be distributed as the Board determines 
to all active members. 

REGALIA COORDINATOR shall be responsible for obtaining, selling and 
maintaining stocks of Club related items of clothing and accessories, the purchase 
of which shall be approved by the Board, and for maintaining re cords related to 
the inventory and sales of said items. 

TWO (2) DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE shall obtain the viewpoints of the general 
membership and present same at the Board meetings. They shall perform special 
tasks as designated by the President or Board up to and including temporary 
Board positions. 

AREA COORDINATORS shall represent specific geographic areas within the 
purview of the Club in order to represent the members in their geographic areas 
to the Club's Board, organize events for the members within their geographic 
areas and promote overall Club events. All events planned by Area Coordinators 
shall be open to all Club members in all geographic areas. 

If you’d like more details about volunteering to 
serve on the Board, feel free to email me: 
Kellianneraqs@gmail.com  

Best, 
Kelli Hornachek 
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Zelda & Doug’s Adventures of September 24 to 26, 2022 
New Cuyama Run – San Diego British Car Show

On Saturday, September 24, in the early morning hours, 
Doug and I arose early to finish packing the MGB-GT for 
the trip to British Car Club Council Car Show in San Diego.  
Doug had a checklist of tasks to be accomplished before 
the drive:  tires, fluids, battery, etc.  There was the final 
dusting of the MGB-GT as the car was packed up.  Doug 
pulled out of the driveway at 7:30 am.  First, we drove to 
Ventura to the meet-up location of Central Coast British 
Car Club’s Cuyama 
Run through the 
mountains and hills 
of Ventura and 
Santa Barbara.   
Our First stop was 
the Black Bear 
Diner in the City of 
Ventura, just off 
Highway 101.  We 
met Jim Heaton 
and Michael Lee 
from SoCal MG  
Club. The sun was 
shining; the temperature was just warm enough to be 
refreshing.  A group of 13 British cars gathered to begin 
the run.  We ventured onto the 101 heading for Highway 
33 going to Ojai.   

 
The run was exhilarating; mainly because of Michael 
Gustafson’s technique of leading the run, so that all the 
different classes of cars had a good driving experience.  
Up and up, we drove into higher altitude.  Did you know 
that Highway 33 becomes the Maricopa Highway which 
has a peak elevation of 5,150 feet?  As we drove through 
the national park, the vistas were beautiful.  This is a 
must-drive route for those who have never traveled this 
road.  We wound our way up towards the summit.  The 
ears popped and as we drove higher still around the 

winding twisty corners.  Wow, I thought to myself, I wish I 
was driving! 
Arriving at the Wheeler Gorge Campground we made our 
second stop, and while there we took a group photo.  Our 
third stop was at the Santa Barbara Pistachio Company to 
purchase pistachios, talk to the other drivers, and look at 
the grove of pistachio trees. 
Our destination stop resulted in the Club’s favorite 

activity: Eating!  The Cuyama Buckhorn 
restaurant, in New Cuyama, had good food 
with a pleasant rural country café laid-back 
ambience. 
After lunch the group scattered as they 
headed home in different directions.  Doug 
and I drove back to Santa Clarita with Jim 
Heaton and Michael Lee.  Rather than going 
straight onto the Interstate 5 highway, our 
little group of two MGBs opted for the back 
roads.  Eventually, we came out of the 
wilderness at the Lebec/Frazier Park area 
before jumping onto the Interstate 5 
highway for the final drive to Jim’s house in 

Santa Clarita.   
One of the new belts installed during the recent 
renovation had stretched, and Doug needed a place for 
the GT to cool down before he could tighten the belt.  
Once the car had cooled, Doug and Jim adjusted the belt.  
The air conditioning system is now working great!  We got 
back on the road again; this time heading to San Diego. 

Participants of CCBCC’s run to The Cuyama Buckhorn restaurant, in 
New Cuyama posing at the gather up stop. 

The drive down to San Diego was an uneventful non-stop 
trip down the Interstate 15 highway.  We had a bit of 
Saturday-drive-home-after-shopping traffic.  The I-15 cuts 
through several valley cities including Temecula and 
Escondido.  We had the music on during this leg of the 
trip.  Doug created the case and installed Bluetooth 
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speakers inside the modified rear seat, facing the 
passengers just before we started the trip.  The sound 
added an ideal ambiance mixture of sound to the vistas.   
Alas, the sun went down behind the mountain.  I was 
grateful for the new LED headlights with the brighter 
beams lighting our way to our final destination of the day, 
a hotel in San Diego.  We pulled into the hotel around 
8:30 p.m.  It was anticipated that Sunday would be a 
glorious day at the San Diego British Car Council car show.   
At the show, there were so many beautiful classic British 
cars.  We were surprised to win first place in the featured 
car class consisting of 22 MGBs.   
Statistics  
For our trip to San Diego, we drove: 40 miles to meet the 
Central Coast British Car Club for a run to New Cuyama;  

86-miles from Oxnard to New Cuyama; 
105 miles to Santa Carita (stopped to make 
adjustments on the air conditioning system); and,   
The I-5 to the I-210 to the I-15 into San Diego for an 
additional 150 miles. 

That was a one-way shake down run of 381 miles!  Driving 
home it was another 128 miles from Sea World on 
Monday.  During our trip, we visited Los Angeles, Ventura, 
Santa Barbara, Kern, San Bernardino, Riverside, and San 
Diego counties.  The total mileage for the weekend was 
509 miles. 
The victorious little MGB-GT made it home with no issues.  
The new air conditioning was cold.  The new overdrive 
worked.  The new speaker system was glorious.  The 
engine purred along.  Despite the canyon roads, the 
5,000-feet climb, and the traffic.  We averaged 25 mpg!  
My parting thoughts of the trip . . . Let’s do it again! 

    

 
Joe Siam Inspecting the GT in February      Doug finishing up the wiring in June. 

 
Doug inserting new Overdrive           Engine going in 

 

 
Checking the Air Conditioning Gages  Air Conditioning Vacuum pump 
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PAST EVENTS 
Photos from the Cuyama Run -September 24 
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Can you find Jim Heaton, Mike Lee, Doug Wochna or Zelda Wochna?
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PAST EVENTS (Continued) 
Photos from San Diego British Car Council Car Show September 25 
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PAST EVENTS (Continued) 
Photos from Central Coast British Car Show October 2 

 
 

 
1st Place – MG   B / B GT / C 

 

 
2nd Place – MG   B / B GT / C 

 
At the show, Southern California MG Club members who attended were:  Jeff Becker, Steve Gartner, Jim 
Heaton, Adam Lombard, Steve Lombard, Tanny O’Haley, Karen Meador, Stuart Meador, Steve Schryver, Abby 
Wanamaker, Doug Wochna, and Zelda Wochna. 
This day was ideal for a car show.  In the morning it was overcast and warm; the afternoon was a little 
warmer, sunny with a cool gentle breeze.  Everyone attending was animated and visitors wanted to know 
about the cars on the show field.   
Central Coast categories were:  1st place Featured Marque of Show, 1st Place in Class, and 2nd Place in Class.   
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Jeff Becker sighting!!
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PAST EVENTS (Continued)  
Tech Lecture October 8  --  WHAT IS THAT NOISE? 

 
No need for you to wonder about some of the noises you may hear 
while your MG is idling or rolling down the highway.  Russ Thompson 
answered many of the questions posed to him.  What he did not 
answer, Jerry Alban declared, “I can answer that question.”  Russ gave 
us his full attention and responded to each question in a manner that 
even I, a non-mechanic could understand. 

Question: Is WD-40 something for your Go-Bag and why? 
WD-40 is a great item to have in your tool kit or Go-Bag.  You can use it for lubricating, that 
is, getting rid of those squeaks.  Also, think of WD-40 as something that takes away 
moisture (water displacement).  Let’s say you drove through a significant pool of water, or 
you wash your engine at a car wash, and the engine won’t start.  You can spray WD-40 
around points and inside the distributor cap.  It will displace the moisture that is shorting 
out the spark needed to start the car.  WD-40 is made from fish oil – on the 40th try.  WD-40 
does not conduct electricity.  No reason to spray directly on the spark plugs. 

Squealing Brakes. 
The MG front disk brakes are prone to squealing because MG Rotors are thin.  There is just a single disk, 
and it can set up a vibration.  One thing that can help reduce the vibration is to take the pads out and 
bevel the edges, especially the leading edge, and put them back in.  Also, the brakes can get a varnish 
on them because when we drive around town, we use the brakes gently.  To remove the varnish, try 
this:  on your way off a freeway off ramp, jam on the brakes really hard (safely!).  Once or twice will 
remove the varnish, for a while. 

Technique to bed in new brake pads and rotors. 
On the open road at 35-40 miles per hour, step on the brakes fairly hard, but do not come to a 
complete stop with your foot on the brake.  At about 5-10 mph speed back up to 35-40 mph.  Repeat 
this about 5 times.  Without coming to a full stop.  Drive the car home and park it.  Again, without 
letting the car come to a stop with your foot on the brakes.  Park the car to cool down the brakes.  If, 
during the process, you allow the car to come to a complete stop with the brakes applied, you are 
allowing the brakes to transfer pad material to the rotor.  To correct, you will need to repeat the Bed-
in procedure.     

What is that “pulsating feel” when applying the Brakes? 
That is a warped rotor in the front brakes.  On MG’s it is usually cheaper to purchase new rotors than it 
would be to machine the old rotor.  Also, after turning the rotors, it becomes thinner and now you may 
have squealing brakes.   
Drum Brakes are made to brake going forward.  When you are backing up, you have less braking power. 

You back up and go forward and you hear a “clunk.” 
On cars with Wire wheels, your wheels may be loose or the hub is worn.  Check the condition of the 
spines on the hub and wheel.  Replace if they are damaged. 
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Maintain Wire Wheels. 
At lease once a year, remove the wheel and apply grease.  Mr. Thompson prefers regular ol’ sticky 
wheel bearing grease, but any grease is better than nothing.    

Be sure to grease this part. 
Remember to apply grease to the inside of the “knock off.”  Don’t forget the lip 
that rides against the wheel.  Leaving this area“dry” makes it difficult to properly 
tighten the “knock off.” 

When tightening your wire wheels, be sure you are using a lead hammer.  This 
hammer has good weight and it will not damage the “knock off.”  Copper 
hammers are harder and may damage the “knock off.”  Always tighten the 
“knock off” while the car is in the air.  If the tire shop is not familiar with wire 

wheels, do not allow them to tighten the “knock off.”  They may damage them. 
On wheel with nuts use 75-90 foot pounds to tighten the lug nuts.  Snug up the lug nuts while in the air, 
then finish the tightening when the car is back on the ground.  If you are using an air wrench/gun use 
the lowest setting to place the wheel on the car.   
If you are standing on a lug wrench to loosen the tire, then the lug nut was tightened too much. 

A clunking sound from the front or back of car?  Your Shocks bolts may be loose or damaged.   
What makes the shock bolts come loose?  If your lever type shock absorbers are low on fluid, there will 
be play in the “travel” and this will stress, loosen and sometimes even strip the bolts.  The fix is to 
repair the threads and replace the bolts.  Use regular hydraulic jack fluid to fill the shock.  A heavier 
weight oil will stiffen the shock.  You can take the valve out and adjust the shock.  When the shock is 
low on fluid. 

Keep the shocks full of oil.  The shocks will last a long time. 

  
“Clunk” from the rear axle. 
The differential can cause a clunk sound from the rear axle.  When car is up in 
the air, try to move both tires at the same time going forward and backward, 
you can hear the clunk. 
 
Pictured is the pumpkin, where the gears are located on a Banjo rear axle. 

  
Car does not track properly. 
Possibility; the U-bolts are broken or have worked loose. 
 
Does your car steer in a different direction when you break or accelerate?  Your U-bolts may be loose 
or broken.  Loose U-bolts allow the rear axle to move forward and back while you drive.  The U-bolts 
should be replaced to keep your car safe.  

Drive over a bump – squeak, squeak when checking the wheels. 
The car bottoms out at the rear end.  This can be caused by a broken leaf spring.  Our cars are over 30 
years old.  Consider replacing the leaf springs when doing suspension work. 
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The Rubber suspension bushings. 
Look for any metal-on-metal conditions – replace the rubber items when worn. 
Russ prefers Rubber bushings over Polyurethane for most cars. 
Polyurethane can be too hard, so you feel every bump.  Also, Polyurethane must be well lubricated with 
silicone grease when installing.  Otherwise, they can squeak. 
The MGB-GT V8 type front bushings is a good upgrade to consider over the standard MGB rubber 
bushings. 

While backing out of the driveway you hear clunks on both wheels. 
Your shock links may be worn. 
Pictured is the shock link.  It is the rubber bushing molded into the link is what goes 
bad.  Check your shock links, replaced if bad. 
 
 
 

If the car does not work.  The first thing is to check, is there a spark?  Look at the 
condenser, this is a quite common part to fail now.  Check by turning over the car 
with a spark plug out and look for an arc.  Or the points could be closed-up and 
not providing a spark.  On Condensers, Moss sells a $5.99 and a $10.99 model.  
Buy the $10.99 condenser.  Pictured is the condenser.  See the orange wire?  
These have a habit of breaking.  The manual states:  set the points at .014”-.016”.  
Many people set their points at .015.”  This is a problem.  Try setting your points 
at .018.”  When the points wear down, the gap will be right where you want it. 

  
Clutch. 
When you are stopped for any reason, stop light, stuck in traffic, keep your 
foot off the clutch.  Holding your foot on the clutch pedal is wearing out 
your “throw-out” bearing.  The “throw-out” bearing on MG’s wear out far 
faster than the clutch disk. 
A worn clutch disk is pictured.  Clutch wear is totally dependent on the way 
you drive. 

Marvel Mystery Oil is a handy product to add to your garage oil section.  This oil 
can be placed in oil and gasoline and can be used to solve many oil problems. 
 
                         

 
 

      

Cookies, donuts, 
muffins and coffee 
were provided for 
everyone attend-
ing the first Tech 
Lecture. 
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Bill Butt, Malibu, LA Tom Voytko, Burbank, SFV Richard Ress, Encino, SFV 

 

 
Tom Talkington, Ventura Co.  

Juan R. Sandoval, P Ranch, SFV 

 
Adam Lombard, Encino, SFV  

WINNER of the $25 gift card drawing! 

   
Jerry Alban, Canoga Pk, SFV 

Co-Lecturer 
Russ Thompson, Northridge 

Lecturer 
Steve Schryver, Laguna Hills, OC 

 
Doug and Zelda Wochna not pictured. 



___________________________________ 27 ___________________________________ 

 
 

          
 
 

        



___________________________________ 28 ___________________________________ 

 
 

Special thanks to all who attended the club’s first Tech Lecture.  Without your questions, the session 
would not have been as much fun and it as informative (your question led to the next question).  
The best part of the lecture was not the surprise drawing of a gift card.  It was the lack of a test at 
the end.  This lecture was a win – win situation.   
 
Russ Thompson has graciously agreed to host another Tech Lecture for us on April 15, 2023.  The 
topic will be “What is that Leak?”  Save the date. 


